Gustaf Unonius, New Upsala
and the Scandinavian Parish
Project: Official State of Wisconsin Historical Marker

A Historical Plaque in Chenequa is dedicated to Gustaf Unonius and the first
Swedish Settlement New Upsala.
DEDICATED TO

GUSTAF UNONIUS
Swedish Scholar and his countrymen, who in 1841
founded the first Swedish Colony in the Mid-west,
New Upsala. Now the village of Chenequa, on the
shores of Pine Lake in the S.W. Quarter of Section 66
of the Town of Merton, becoming the forerunners of
other Scandinavian settlements in this vicinity.
ERECTED 1948
BY
THE WISCONSIN SWEDISH PIONEER
CENTENNIAL COMMISSION

At the Episcopal Seminary in Nashotah
another plaque honors Gustaf Unonius
(1810 –1902) as the First Graduate of
Nashotah House.

Gustaf Elias Marius Unonius a graduate of the
University of Uppsala, Sweden, immigrated to Wisconsin in
1841 establishing a settlement at Pine Lake. His letters printed
in Swedish newspapers attracted other Swedes to the area,
along with some Danes and Norwegians.
Encouraged by Bishop Jackson Kemper and the Rev.
James Lloyd Breck, Unonius entered Nashotah House in 1842
to study the Holy Orders. His training reflected Bishop
Kemper’s interest in an Episcopal Mission to Wisconsin’s
growing population of traditionally Lutheran Scandinavians.
Unonius became a strong advocate of Episcopal Lutheran
fellowship.
Unonius, Nashotah House first graduate, was
ordained in 1845, and served the congregation at Pine Lake,
Ashippun, and Manitowoc before moving to Chicago in1849.
There he helped found the St. Ansgarius Church where he
remained until returning permanently to Sweden in 1858.
Published memoirs of his life and ministry in America have
been translated into English as A Pioneer in Northwest
America, 1841 – 1858.
Erected 1991

Swedish American Historical Society of Wisconsin
Linde Lodge No 492 – Vasa Order of America

At Holy Innocents Cemetery along Highway C, there are two plaques
commemorating the Scandinavian Parish.
Site of the Scandinavian Parish, Pine Lake
Founded by the Reverend Gustaf Unonius, March 3, 1844

In memory of the pioneer settlers at rest here in the
Scandinavian Cemetery

“We honor your courage and thank you for
our heritage”

Bishop Kemper describes in his diary of the consecration of this cemetery on a blustery March
afternoon “ a group of 40 entered the small gate in procession, he and the young missionary Breck
in the lead, they walked to the center of the land with the Bishop repeating the Profundis: he then
laid the act of consecration on the ground and Fribert the Dane, who had been appointed senior
Warden, took it up.”
This Scandinavian Parish became the ancestor of the church of the Holy Innocents, Nashotah when
in 1850 the congregation divided. One group took with them the records and register of the church
and founded St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stone Bank. The other group retained the material
possessions, namely the Cemetery and the Log Church constructed in 1848, and became, in the
course of time Holy Innocents Episcopal Church with the laying of the cornerstone June 12, 1864 in
Nashotah.
The Church cemetery with its pioneer graves was virtually unused until 1895. Then through the
efforts of J.J Johnson and Bishop Nicholson, a quitclaim deed was obtained from Christian Olson
the only survivor of the Scandinavian Parish, to Nels Rasmus, John J. Johnson and L.B. Seymour,
Wardens of the Holy Innocents Church.
John J Johnson had the cemetery surveyed and platted in 1894, the plat registered in 1895 and
deeded to the Trustees of Funds and the Property of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Wisconsin.
John J Johnson served as the Secretary and Treasurer of the Holy Innocents Cemetery until January
12, 1939, a term of 44 years.
With the merger of Grace Church, Hartland, Holy Innocents, Nashotah and St. Chad’s Okauchee
Diocese, subsequent formation of St Anskar’s Episcopal Church as a Parish in union with the
Episcopal Diocese, Milwaukee, ownership and care of Holy Innocents Cemetery was granted to this
new parish.

The plaques tell the story.
This is a story of
•
•
•
•
•

Pioneers settling in Wisconsin
One man’s leadership
Establishment of a first settlement
Swedes and other Scandinavians
The importance of religion in an emerging
community
• U.S. territorial expansion and European
immigration impact on Wisconsin Native
Peoples.

It is the story of
• The First Swedish Settlement – New Upsala at
Pine Lake Wisconsin
• Gustaf Elias Marius Unonius
• Pine Lake Scandinavian Parish
• Episcopal missionary and Lutherans
• The impact on Potawatomi Indians
• The history of St. Anskar’s church

This unique story has been told for 150 years.
• 1862 Gustaf Unonius releases “Minnen fran en sjuttonarig vistelse I Nordvestra Amerika” Upsala, Sweden. (In
1950-60 the book was translated to English as A Pioneer in Northwest America, 1841 – 1858 and is available in
two volumes from the Swedish Pioneer Historical Society and the University of Minnesota Press.)
• 1853 Fredricka Bremer: The Homes of the New World, Impressions of America. See especially the chapter on “A
Day among the Swedes at Pine Lake.”
• 1924 Mabel V. Hansen: “The Swedish Settlement at Pine Lake.” The Wisconsin Magazine of History, Wisconsin
Historical Society.
• 1936 Filip A. Forsbeck, M.D.: New Upsala, The First Swedish Settlement in Wisconsin, Milwaukee.
• 1952 William F. Stark : “Pine Lake Saga”, 1971 “Pine Lake”, 1984 “Pine Lake,” Zimmerman Press, Sheboygan,
Wisconsin.
• 1967 Nils William Olsson: Swedish Passenger Arrivals in New York 1820 – 1850, The Swedish Pioneer Historical
Society, Chicago, Illinois.
• 2002 Fredrick Hale: Swedes in Wisconsin, Wisconsin Historical Society Press.
• 2006 Thomas L Holzen, Ph. D.: St. Paul’s Church, From the Mission at Nashotah to Its Founding.
• 2009 Roger Johnson and Clayton Swanton: The Early Years of St. Olaf’s Church, 1841 – 1860.
• 2021 Martha Bergland: The Birdman of Koshkonong, The Life of Naturalist Thure Kumlien, Wisconsin Historical
Society Press.
• Church articles and documents.
• Newspaper articles.
• Letters and diaries.

Gustaf Elias Marius Unonius
• Born in 1810 in Helsinki Finland to Swedish Parents, father a lawyer,
moved back to Grisslehamn, Sweden. (Russia under Tsar Alexander invaded
Finland in 1808, and in 1810 Finland was ceded to Russia from Sweden.)

• Studied at the University of Upsala, Sweden, undergraduate in 1830,
then came back twice--first to study law and later medicine.
• Worked at provincial Government offices in Upsala.
• Adverse economic conditions
• Lack of opportunity for advancement

• Married Charlotta Öhrströmer in 1841.
• Dreaming of America, he writes in his memoirs:
“America, I shall indeed find there what I am forced to go without here, a home of
my own! I am young, the faithful heart of a loving mate is mine, and this home,
envisioned as a supreme gift of all worldly happiness, is waiting us there in the
wilderness, needing only my strong arm and our own efforts to be completed.”

Unonius a Law
graduate from Upsala
University

Gustaf Unonius and friends travel to the US.
• Gustaf and Charlotta and friends plan the emigration to America
• Iwar Hagberg – 21 year old student at Upsala,
• Carl Groth – Close relative of Unonius, brought his hunting dog Fille,
• Christine Södergren – Servant of Charlotta’s parents, friend of Charlotta.

• The ship Minnet under Captain C.J. Bohlin set sail on June 3rd, 1841
from Gefle, Sweden.
•
•
•
•
•

Wilhelm Pohlman, a Medical student at Upsala University joined.
After a long journey overseas, they arrived in New York Sept 9th.
Traveled by steamers up Hudson River and then Erie Canal to Buffalo.
In Buffalo boarded another steamer headed to Chicago.
During the trip down Lake Michigan, they were told about Wisconsin territory
as “the most beautiful and the most fertile section in the Great West.”
• At last stop before Chicago, chose to disembark in Milwaukee on Oct 4, 1841.

Minnet –The Memory

• In Milwaukee they met George Lange, a Swede. They were shown
the Pine Lake area and decided to settle there. The ancestral
Menominee land was inhabited by Potawatomi Indians.
Carl Groth

New Upsala: The first Swedish Settlement
• With help from other settlers, including Friman, the first Swedish settler
in Wisconsin, Unonius built a log cabin on the east side of Pine Lake.
• The settlement was named New Upsala, as a reflection of leaving Old
Upsala six months earlier.
• He wrote letters back to Sweden, which were published in Swedish
papers, including Aftonbladet. Historians cite these letters as prime
examples of America Letters.
• Within two years a number of Swedish immigrants arrived to join
Unonius and the Swedish colony. Many more soon followed.
• The cabin became the focal point for all newcomers, who stayed until
they established their own living quarters.
• The Indian name for Pine Lake is Chenequa, and the new settlers lived
side by side, in harmony, with Potawatomi and other Indians.

The New Upsala pioneers
As a result of the published America Letters, a number of Swedish
people—some with families--arrived to join Unonius in 1842 and 1843:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

George Edward Bergwall, a Customs Inspector from Gothenberg,
Baron Fredrik Thott, Officer of the Swedish Army,
Bengt Petterson, a Regimental Paymaster in the Swedish Army, and Postmaster at Karlsborg Fortress,
Knut Bottiger, a Lieutenant in the Swedish Army,
Carl Fredrick Polycarpus von Schneidau, nobleman, Lieutenant of the Swedish Artillery,
A.F. von Proschwitz, Lieutenant from the Varmland Regiment,
Lars and Anders Wohlin, blacksmiths,
John O. Rudberg, surveyor and forrester,
Charles Balkman, sailor,
Adolf Fredrik St. Cyr von Lindsfelt, exchamberlain of the Swedish Court

Many of the Swedish newcomers were not prepared for the pioneering
conditions and had a hard time dealing with the elements.
Other Scandinavians also arrived, mainly Norwegians, who settled on the
west side of Pine Lake. The Swedes were on the east side.
Map reference Pine Lake,
William F. Stark

Native People forced to move from the area.
• Coming from the east in the 17th century during the Beaver Wars,
Potawatomi People find refuge from the Iroquois on ancestral
Menominee lands in eastern Wisconsin.
• By the middle of 18th century, armed by the French, the Potawatomi
Nation was the dominant native nation in southeast Wisconsin.
• During the War of 1812 many Potawatomi join Britain and Tecumseh
to create an Indian Confederation – but lost.
• The tragic Winnebago (1827) and Black Hawk (1832) Wars followed.

Tecumseh
Source Wikipedia

• In September 1833, the U.S. recognized leaders of the Potawatomi and their
kinship Tribes cede thousands of Square miles of SE Wisconsin including Waukesha
County for $1 Million (5 cents/acre) and all of these Nations were given 3 years to
move west of the Mississippi.
• In 1834, White people occupy Government Land Office land in Wisconsin. By 1840
there were 2000 Whites in Waukesha county, most settle south of Pine Lake.
• Some Indigenous People refused to move and evaded U.S. and Territorial
Authorities. Some of those authorities sneer at the Potawatomi among those
people as “The Wandering Potawatomi.”
Map reference Pine Lake, Indian Camps
William F. Stark

Potawatomi Indians and Swedish settlers at Pine Lake
The early Swedish settlers and Potawatomi Indians lived side by side
in peace at Pine Lake.
Ho Chunk (Winnebago) and Menomonee also camped nearby. Most
of this part of Wisconsin was ancestral Menomini land.
Ke-Wah-Goosh-Kum, a Potawatomi chief, became a friend to
Unonius and other settlers.
➢ Borrowed a rifle, and returned it
➢ Borrowed $2 and later paid it back
➢ Invited the Swedes to an Indian hunt
Carl Groth killed a buck in Indian fashion
➢ Intervened on behalf of Gustaf & wife Charlotta when a female member of
his clan abused Charlotta

Unonius writes…

“The Indian chief, with his tribe, had again made
camp at the north end of the lake…we became
closer friends, and a hunt was proposed, a favor
rarely granted a white man by an Indian. The great
Spirit, they say, has taught the white man to make a
living without hunting, and consequently, he does
not need it, while the Indian must hunt or starve.”

“In some of the Indians there remained a great
spirit of a great nation, however, in general by
the 1840’s the Potawatomi had fallen from a
proud and independent race to one of
degradation and helplessness.”
William Stark comment based on Unonius description of a visit
to a Potawatomi camp

Unonius and the Episcopal church
• Gustaf Unonius held religious devotions at his cabin for his family and neighbors.

• A priest was needed and in 1842 Unonius met James Lloyd Breck, an Episcopal
Missionary, who would assist with ministerial services such as communions,
baptisms and marriages.
• Breck later would establish the Nashotah Episcopal Seminary (The Nashotah
House).
• An initiative led by Bengt Peterson of the Scandinavian Parish wrote to Bishop
Jack Kemper requesting that:
•
•
•

James Lloyd Breck

Bishop Jackson Kemper

Unonius be ordained minister in the English Episcopal Church and assigned Priest for
the Scandinavian Settlements in Pine Lake and Rock River;
That he be paid a salary from the missionary funds; and
Suggesting that during a visit Kemper would consecrate the settlement cemetery.

• In 1844 Bishop Jackson Kemper visited New Upsala, and on March 3rd, the Holy
Innocents cemetery was consecrated for the Scandinavian community, and
the Pine Lake Scandinavian Parish was established.
• In the fall of 1845 Unonius was ordained an Episcopal minister, the first graduate
of the seminary.
• In 1847 a small church was built on the cemetery grounds.
Holy Innocents Church, after being moved and
remodeled to a regular residence

Pine Lake and Koshkonong Swedes
• In 1843 Thure Kumlien and other Swedes arrived in
Wisconsin settling near Lake Koshkonong.
• Thure and Gustaf were friends from their time at
Upsala University.
• Their friendship and the Unonius published letters
influenced Thure and other Swedes to immigrate to
Wisconsin.
• Gustaf Mellberg
• Carl Reuterskiold
• Sven Bjurkander

• Unattached young Swedes like Carl Groth and Carl
Hammarquist moved back and forth between Pine
Lake and Lake Koshkonong.
• In 1846, Unonius as a friend and as a minister visited
Kumlien at Koshkonong. Eight of the Koshkonong
Swedes joined Unonius’ Episcopal Church.
• Unonius baptized and married a number of the
Koshkonong Swedes
• Kumlien visited Pine Lake for a week in 1846.

Unonius wrote in his memoirs:
“Three months after being graduated from the Nashotah
school, I was made Priest in the Episcopal Church.
Before many weeks had passed, I had no less than 14
different stations, some of them lying 40 miles from
home. It sometimes happened that I preached every day
of the week in some pioneer home or improvised
chapel”

The Pine Lake Scandinavian
Parish is split up.
• Rev. Johannes Wilhelm Christian Dietrichson,
Norwegian Preacher arrives and started the severing
of ties between Norwegian Lutherans and
Episcopalians at the Scandinavian Parish.
• In August of 1847 Norwegian members of Pine Lake
Scandinavian Parish left to organize a new
Norwegian Lutheran congregation in Johnson’s Mill,
now Stone Bank.
• St. John’s Lutheran congregation was established,
referred to as Pine Lake Norwegian Lutheran
Church.
• The Pine Lake Scandinavian Parish church records
were kept by St John’s.
• The new church building and cemetery were
maintained by the Scandinavian Parish.
(St. John’s Church building: In 1885, the original wooden church was replaced by the
present brick church. In 1924, it was raised to add a basement and front addition. In
1980 it was moved across the street to its current location)

Gustaf Unonius moves.
• Gustaf Unonius resigns from the Scandinavian Parish and St.
Olaf’s and moves to Manitowoc and becomes the
Rector of St. James' Episcopal Church on April 20, 1848.
• Initially, worship was held on the upper floor of the Unonius
family home. Worship was later held at a local schoolhouse.
• (Bishop Jackson Kemper laid the cornerstone of the new
church November 24, 1851.)
• Nashotah House student, Martin Sorenson, is assigned by
Bishop Kemper to serve as the new pastor of the
Scandinavian Parish.
• New Upsala pioneer Von Schneidau moved to Chicago and
asks Unonius to also move to Chicago.
• In 1849 Unonius moved on to Chicago where he helped
found the Swedish Episcopal Church of St. Ansgarius.
• St. Ansgarius was the first church for Swedish immigrants in
the city of Chicago.

St. James’

St. Ansgarius

Fredrika Bremer visits New Upsala.
• Fredrika Bremer, 1801-1865, Swedish writer and feminist reformer, wrote
The homes of the New world, impressions of America (1853).
• Her chapter, “A day among the Swedes at Pine lake,” chronicled her
September 29, 1850 visit.
Morning, and then with Mrs.
Peterson’s family
“I spent the forenoon in visiting the
various Swedish families. Nearly all
live in log-houses, and seem to be
in somewhat low circumstances.”

Sten Peterson took Fredrika
by boat on Pine Lake
“We rowed along the wooded
shores, which, brilliant in their
autumnal coloring, were reflected in
the mirror-like waters. And here,
upon a lofty promontory covered
with splendid masses of wood,
was New Upsala to stand--…”

Writes about Mrs. Peterson
“She felt herself worn out, old, and finished before
her time, as she said; but still did not regret having
come to America, because, as regarded her
children and their future, she saw a new world
opened to them, richer and happier …”

An evening with song and dance
Returning to the log-house, we spent the
evening--one-and-twenty Swedes altogether--in
games, songs, and dancing, exactly as if
in Sweden…. After that we went in the beautiful
evening down to the shore of the lake, and the
star-song of Tegnér was sung beneath the
bright, starry heavens.

Fredrika's conclusion of the visit
“Heartfelt kindness and hospitality, seriousness
and mirth in pure family life--these
characteristics of Swedish life, where it is good-should be transplanted into the Western
wilderness by the Swedish colonists, as they
are in this instance….The Swedes must
continue to be Swedes, even in the New World”

Gustaf Unonius comes back
from Illinois.
• Unonius return to Wisconsin in 1854 by request of Bishop
Kemper to preach at St. Olaf’s church. The congregation asks
him to be the pastor for one year.
• Large part of the Norwegian congregation at St. Olaf’s separated
themselves from the union with the Episcopalian Church and
asked Nils Brandt from the Norwegian Lutheran Church to be
their pastor.
• The church building built in 1847 was shared between the two
factions, each using the church every other week. Brandt
preached to the Lutherans, and Unonius to the Episcopalians.
• Unonius was not able to bring the two congregations together.
• The Protestant Episcopal church members moved to St. Paul’s
church which had been founded in 1856 by Gustaf Unonius.
• Lewis Arthur Kemper, son of Bishop Kemper, was Rector.

St Olaf’s built in 1873

Gustaf Unonius goes back to
Sweden.
• In 1858 Unonius returned to Sweden and began writing his memoir
•
•
•

•

which was published in 1862.
In 1860, Unonius was awarded 3,000 Swedish Crowns for his activities
among Swedish emigrants to the US.
Unonius was not welcome to preach in the Swedish Lutheran Church.
From 1863 to 1888 Unonius was a customs inspector in Grisslehamn,
Sweden.
In 1883 he published another book titled Mormonismen: Dess
Uprinnelse, Utveckling Och Bekannelse.

• Gustaf Unonius passed away in 1902 in Hacksta Parish, close to the city
of Enkoping, Sweden.
In his introduction to Unonius’s Memoirs, Professor Stephenson remarks on
what Unonius concluded were the two major mistakes in his life:

Holy Innocents Episcopal
Church.
• In 1864 Pine Lake Scandinavian Church became
known as the Holy Innocents Episcopal Church.
• A new church building was constructed in Nashotah
village consecrated by Jackson Kemper June 21, 1866.
• Rev. John L. G. Fryer, a graduate of Nashotah House,
led the efforts.
• The Church of Holy Innocents was served by the
faculty and students of Nashotah House.
• One hundred years of improvements followed.
• In 1968 the church was deemed too small and was
sold, becoming an antique shop.
• In December of 1969, the decision was made to tear it
down to make room for Hwy 16 expansion.

Holy Innocents merges with Grace.
• Grace Episcopal Church dates back to 1841 services held at
Nashotah log schoolhouse as part of Nashotah Mission.
• After a fire in a stick chimney, services were held in different
locations.
• In 1868 construction of a new church building began and was
completed in 1869.
• In 1878 the Grace Church congregation was formally
admitted as an organized mission into the union with the
Diocese of Wisconsin.
• In 1900 a resident priest was placed in charge at Grace
Church.
• The same pastor served both Holy Innocents Church and
Grace Episcopal Church in Hartland starting in early 1950’s.
• In 1968, the two congregations built a new church in
Hartland together and kept the name from both churches
naming it Grace Holy Innocents Episcopal Church.
• The two churches merged.

Name change to St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church
• In 1975 the congregation had grown to gain the status
of a parish in the union with the Episcopal Diocese of
Milwaukee.
• Grace Holy Innocents name was changed to St.
Anskar’s Episcopal Church.
• The church was named after St. Anskar (801-865) who
was the Archbishop of Hamburg, Germany and a
missionary to Scandinavia near the beginning of the
Viking Age.
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> Swedish American Historical Society of Wisconsin, Inc.
> St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church, N48W31340 Wisconsin 83, Hartland WI 53029.
> Entrance church driveway from Highway 83, plenty of parking.
> Location will be near a site listed on the state or National register of historic places
> It will not be in or near a burial ground.
Proposed title:
>Gustaf Unonius, New Upsala and the Scandinavian Parish at Pine Lake (preliminary)
The proposed text:
>See next page
Criteria for a historical marker:
✓ It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history. –
Immigration, church history, Native American migration
✓ It is associated with the lives of persons no longer living who have made significant contributions to the
broad patterns of history and culture: Gustaf Unonius, James Lloyd Breck, Jackson Kemper, Ke-Wah-GooshKum
✓ It is associated with ethnic groups who have made distinctive and significant contributions to history.
Swedish and other Scandinavians, Potawatomi Indians

Gustaf Unonius, New Upsala and The Scandinavian Parish
In May 1841, Gustaf Unonius, his wife, and several
companions set out from Upsala, Sweden for what then
was the northwest frontier of the United States. When the
educated, charismatic, frustrated writer Unonius had found
himself stuck in a dull clerk’s job, he was inspired by the songs
and poems of the Swedish Romantic movement to seek a life
in a “cottage in the primeval forests” of North America.
His immigration was significant because letters he wrote of it
to Swedish newspapers in 1842 sparked subsequent waves
of Scandinavian immigrants. His memoirs, A Pioneer in
Northwest America, tells many vivid stories of life in Wisconsin
as it was becoming a State.
On arrival in Wisconsin in 1841, Unonius claimed land and
built a cabin on the east shore of Pine Lake near here where
Menomini and Potawatomi people hunted and fished. In 1842,
After more Swedish families arrived at Pine Lake, the first
Swedish settlement in Wisconsin was formed and called
New Upsala. Severe winters, disease, and crop failures made
life a struggle for the settlers. Discouraged at farming
and encouraged by fellow settlers who needed a pastor,
Unonius enrolled at nearby Nashotah House, an Episcopalian
seminary, and became its first graduate.

In 1844, New Upsala settlers formed the Scandinavian
Parish at Pine Lake with Unonius as its pastor. Unonius
ministered to families as far away as Lake Koshkonong in
Jefferson County, including the family of Thure Kumlien,
a Swedish settler and notable ornithologist. The Scandinavian
Parish evolved into Holy Innocents Church, which in 1968
merged with Grace Episcopal Church and together formed
a new church which in 1975 was named St. Anskar’s Episcopal
Church. The original cemetery remains Holy Innocents
cemetery located west of Pine Lake on Highway C.

