
Swedish American Historical Society of Wisconsin, Inc. 

2022 Annual General meeting

Welcome & Announcements
• The Honorary Swedish Consulate of Wisconsin is closing

• Lucia Celebration date is changed to December 4

Election of Directors
• Nominations Irene Roberts, John Elliott, Martha Bergland, 

Jan Ehrengren

Annual Reports
• Secretary, President, Treasurer

• Membership, Publicity, Programs, Hospitality, Midsommar, 
Genealogy, Historical Records, Historical Projects

Program
• The Berggren Tiles – Swedish Folk Tradition products

Presentation by John Elliott, Vice President, SAHSWI

Fika
• Coffee and treats the Swedish way



Secretary 
Report

Submitted by Joann 
Kreimendahl, SAHSWI Secretary



Treasury 
Report

Submitted by Irene Roberts, 
SAHSWI Treasurer



Santa Lucia Day Celebration, 
Dec 12, 2021

• 150 people attended the 2021 Lucia celebration at

the Whitnall Park Lutheran Church in Hales Corners

• The Program included Santa Lucia procession, Lucia song

and Swedish Christmas Carols directed by Sonia Hummel

• Grace Katsekes was 2021 Lucia wearing a wreath with live

candles

• A poem was read for each candle in the Lucia crown.

• The story of Lucia was told by member, and Linde Lodge

President Liza Ekstrand.

• Following the Lucia program, a Swedish Christmas

Smörgåsbord (Julbord) was served including food and

pastries all donated by SAHSWI members and people

attending the celebration.

• The children performed performed folkdances around the

Christmas Tree (Julgran).

• John Elliott was Santa Claus handing out treats and bells to

the children



Midsommar Celebration 
June 26, 2022

From Annual Report - Midsommar Celebration Committee 

2022 by Janet Taylor and Karin Konrad

• Midsommar Celebration was held on Sunday, June 26 at 
Bavarian Bierhaus/Heidelburg Park in Glendale.  

• Set-up by 35 SAHSWI members and friends, additional 125 
participants

• The majstång was decorated, then traditional procession 
and raising  the “majstång” led by Goda Vänner violin music. 

• Traditional dances around the majstång was led by Sonia 
Hummel

• Flower crowns were made and worn, and the Swedish Kubb
game played

• Childrens activities incl. face painting, making Swedish 
crafts, sack races and a tug of war.  

• The Bavarian Bierhaus offered Swedish food items for sale.
• New for year was a “History table”, a “for sale table” and a 

photo op activity by the majstång and new signage 
identifying areas of the different activities

General feedback was good - “visitors commented on the 
friendly and relaxed vibe”



Fika meeting place
Starting 2022 our new  “home” for Fika meetings

➢ Meeting place: Martin Luther Lutheran Church 

➢ Location: Just east of the Milwaukee Zoo 

➢ Contacts: Pastor Ari Mattson 

Administrative assistant Ronna Paradowski

➢ Address: 9235 West Bluemound Road
Milwaukee, WI 53226

➢ Meeting hall: Fellowship Hall seats up 75 people + Kitchen



Hospitality
Submitted by Janet Taylor, Committee Chair

As with so many aspects of our lives, 2022 was a year filled with changes for the Hospitality Committee, but we 

met all the challenges successfully in the pursuit of coffee, baked treats, and fellowship.

SAHSWI’s new meeting place, Martin Luther Lutheran Church, was undergoing a major renovation in March, but 

members adapted easily because we were glad to be back together while we celebrated Marge Jothen’s 103rd

birthday with a special cake during Fika time.  We next enjoyed Fika together at St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church in 

Hartland in May. This was a fitting location because the program featured early Swedish settlers in that area, and 

the future historical marker will be installed outside the church.  Finally, a Fika meeting was inserted into the 

usual schedule so that we could celebrate the Foods of Sweden at a long-delayed meeting.  Six members, Carol 

Gustafson, Irene Roberts, Fred Sommer, Karin Konrad, Liza Ekstrand, and Jan Ehrengren, prepared elaborate 

traditional Swedish dishes, and other members provided a bountiful assortment of additional items for all to 

enjoy.

Thank you to Irene Roberts, Danielle Jackson, and Karin Konrad, who have consistently helped to create a 

welcoming Fika time from set up through clean up. Many others lent their helping hands as well.

Thank you, also, to all of the members who bring the treats that we all enjoy each time we gather.  Relaxing, 

chatting with friends, and making new acquaintances is an important part of Fika, a Swedish tradition that we are 

happy to continue.



FIKA meetings
March 12, 2022 “The Birdman of Koshkonong, The Life of Naturalist Thure
Kumlien” 

• SAHSWI Board member and award-winning author Martha Bergland 
introduced her newest book

• The society’s first fika meeting in two years and 1st time held at Martin 
Luther Lutheran Church 

• About 50 people attending, among them Betsy D’onofrio and Susan Binzel, 
great granddaughters of Thure Kumlien.

• Marge Jothen’s 103rd birthday was celebrated

May 14, 2022 Gustaf Unonius, New Upsala and the Scandinavian Parish

• State Historical Marker Project team presented this project

• Meeting held at St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church in Hartland, which includes 
decending part of Scandinavian Parish church

• About 45 people attended the event, including 7 decedents of the early 
settlers.

• SAHSWI member Cletus Hasslinger discussed his family history, Bergwall’s
and Peterson’s immigration, their leadership at the colony and their life in 
Sweden before coming to America. 

• Meg Haag and Sarah Hintz welcomed us to St Anskar’s and provided a tour 
of the church. Meg discussed the history of the church.



FIKA meetings

September 10, 2022 Remembering Barbara and Exploring our 
Swedish Food Heritage

• Meeting was dedicated to Barbara Froemming who passed 
away in May, and who served SAHSWI for many years both as 
president and as the treasurer.

• Barbara planned this meeting for May 2020, but it had to be 
cancelled due to Covid pandemic.

• SAHSWI members presented their favorite Swedish dish and 
provided samples for attendants to taste
➢ Smörgåstårta, Carol Gustafson

➢ Kroppkakor, Irene Roberts

➢ Jansson’s Frestelse, (Jansson’s Temptation), Karin Konrad

➢ Open Face Sandwiches, Smörrebröd, Liza Ekstrand

➢ Köttbullar, Swedish Meatballs, Fred Sommer

➢ Knäckebröd with eggs and kaviar, Jan Ehrengren

• The meeting was held at Martin Luther Church, was attended by 
about 45 people



Membership
Submitted by Bev Wenzel, Membership 

Secretay

A review of society historical records conducted in 2022
➢ Since the beginnings of SAHSWI, materials of historical value have been preserved 

in our society archives.   

➢ The archives include society records, documentation of activities and historical 
projects, and donations of interest from members.  

➢ Many items are stored at Milwaukee County Historical Society, MCHS for 
permanent storage and public access. 

➢ Starting in 2020 some society records from ongoing activities are stored digitally.

Process for historical records going forward 
➢ Appropriate hard copy materials to MCHS for permanent placement  and access

➢ Materials useful in planning by present board or committee members are being 
directed to these individuals for evaluation. 

➢ Records of ongoing activities will be stored digitally in Society Cloud storage

➢ Any new donations received will be evaluated for historical or reference and 
directed accordingly.

We welcome any donations of interest members may 
have to be considered for historical preservation or for 
use in our present society planning.    

Historical Files
Submitted by Bev Wenzel, for Historical 

Files Committee

▪ Our membership 125, incl 17 new members

▪ We lost 3 dedicated long-time members in death 
Barbara Froemming, Eva Katsekes, and Les Touve. 
They will be missed, and our condolences to their 
families.

▪ 3 members resigned.

▪ 150 prospective members gets invitation twice a year

▪ To add people to this list contact Bev at 

wenz113@gmail.com or 262-781-6113. 

▪ SAHSWI general contact email at 

swedishhistoricalwisc@gmail.com

▪ Become a follower for our website, www.sahswi.org.

mailto:wenz113@gmail.com
mailto:swedishhistoricalwisc@gmail.com
http://www.sahswi.org/


Publicity

Restarted Swedish Genealogy Research 

Group (SGRG) Meetings
• John Engel, SAHSWI member and genealogy expert is 

leading the group

• 35 SGRG members

• Two meetings held in 2022 at Martin Luther church

• June 4 meeting
• Member introductions and research level

• Review of support documentation developed in 2021

• General planning for future meetings

• August 13 meeting
• Deeper look into copyright laws of information available on 

genealogy websites

• Demonstration of using websites to research ancestry

• Discussion of Swedish soldier names

• Proclamation of Swedish Descent discussion

• Plans to have 4 meetings per year, once a quarter

Swedish Genealogy
SAHSWI Website www.sahswi.org provides

• Information to the public about SAHSWI and Swedish 
American immigration to WI history 

• Invitations to the public to all SAHSWI events
• Posts or blogs, “visitors” & “views” increasing, 

“followers” is now 218

Other Publicity

• Invitation to events sent to Swedish Consulate mailing 
list and Linde Lodge Vasa Order members

• Two mailings per year to prospective member list (see 
also membership)

• ZOOM presentation introducing SAHSWI
• Presentation to Waukesha Seniors History club
• Midsommar published to

• Other ethnic organizations
• Past attendees
• General Public 

• Post on Bavarian Bierhaus listing Midsommar event

http://www.sahswi.org/


SAHSWI Historical Projects

Friman State Historical Marker
• Restauration including repair of benches, power 

wash, sanding and  resurfacing of the whole structure

• Vendor Epoxy Floor Wizard, Genoa City Cost $3000, 
completed October 2021

Unonius, New Upsala and the 
Scandinavian Parish State Historical 
Marker
• Project team: Martha Bergland, Tracy Redman, John 

Yewer, Kirsten Benidt, Meg Haag, Sarah Hintz, Cletus 
Hasslinger and Jan Ehrengren

• Most research and documentation was done in the 
fall of 2020 and in 2021

In 2022 

• Stage one application, feedback from Wisconsin 
Historical Society (WHS)

• Final wording on the marker was developed

• References and other information needed on the 
formal application gathered

• Formal application to WHS was submitted (cost $250)

• Waiting response

• The project was presented at Fika meeting at St. 
Anskar’s Church in Hartland


